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Llangan Community Council.

Minutes of an Ordinary General Meeting held at The Old Schoolroom, Llangan on Tuesday 6th January 2015
1. Welcome.

Councillor N Blethyn (Vice - Chair) opened the meeting & welcomed those present.  He also wished to officially welcome Cllr Paula Wilson who had recently become a new Councillor. 
2. Record of Members Present and Apologies for absence
Cllr.N.Blethyn (Vice Chair), Cllr.B.Hayball-Jones, Cllr.D.Hammond, Cllr Karl Jones, Cllr.A.Thomas, Cllr P Wilson, Cllr Keith Jones, Jo Howell (Clerk), County Councillor Ray Thomas

Apologies for Absence.

Cllr R Mann (Chair), PCSO Carys Griffiths

3. To consider Police Matters
The Clerk explained that PCSO Griffiths had sent her apologies but had informed the Clerk of two crimes in the area during December 2014:-
· 1 x Theft and handling (Treoes) – theft of number plate. 
· 1 x Burglary (St Mary Hill)
The Clerk agreed to kindly request PCSO Griffiths attend the next meeting as the Council had yet to meet her. 
4. To consider County Council matters

County Cllr Thomas explained that at a recent Vale of Glamorgan (VoG) Council meeting the Council had voted against any amalgamation with Cardiff County Council, as had been proposed by the Williams’ Report.  They did however agree to express an interest to Bridgend County Council, with whom they already have a number of combined services. 
5. Public Session

Cllr Blethyn asked if any of the public present would like to speak during this session.

The Council were asked if they could clarify the position on asking the VoG Council for an extension to comment on the planning application at the Rear of Nant Canna barn, Treoes.
6. To consider any matters arising from the Public Session
At this point Cllr Karl Jones wished to remind the Council that the correct procedure for agreeing Council decisions was via a proposal, second and vote.  
The Clerk explained that the VoG Planning Office had agreed to look at any late comments on this planning application but would not provide an official extension. 

Cllr Hayball-Jones believed that there had been a lack of planning consultation on this matter as not all of the immediate neighbours had been consulted by the VoG. 

Cllr Hayball- Jones proposed that the Clerk contact the VoG Planning office requesting that major development like this should not be accepted during the Christmas period as this did not allow sufficient time for review and comment.  Cllr Hammond seconded this and it was agreed by all.
It was RESOLVED that a letter be sent to VoG planning office asking for their consideration of when planning was accepted. 

AP Clerk to write to VoG Planning Office

It was requested by Cllr Wilson that a system be put in place for the Council to receive planning applications in a timely manner so they could be reviewed and if necessary discussed with the local community promptly.

The Clerk informed the Council that she would now receive notifications of all planning applications by email from the VoG once they are put on the system.  She would then forward this on to all Councillors by email or hard copy if email not available.  It was agreed by all that this seemed a sensible solution.

7. To review and agree the FY 2015/16 Precept.
After a short discussion Cllr Keith Jones proposed that as the financial position was sound the precept be kept the same as 2014/15, this was seconded by Cllr Thomas and agreed by all. 

It was RESOLVED that the 2015/16 be kept at £10,260
AP Clerk to inform the VoG
8. Presentation to Council of the Proposed Llangan Lettings Policy
Elisa Faulkner from the VoG Housing Services introduced herself and those also present from Newydd Housing Association.
Ms Faulkner distributed to the Council a draft copy of the Llangan Lettings Policy and also details of the properties, which are 10 affordable homes to let and 4 for sale.  Cllr Blethyn queried why the development name had not been changed from St Cannas Green as suggested previously by the Council.  Ms Faulkner explained that the name was chosen by the developers. 

Cllr Karl Jones queried the definition of Close Family in the proposed policy as he believed this seemed to be a rather open definition.  There was a general concern from the Council on this point as they wished to ensure the policy enabled as many local people as possible to buy/let. 

Ms Faulkner gave a number of different scenarios to aid the Council in their thinking and also explained that it really was up to the Council what this Policy said, however once it was approved it would be the Housing Association who would investigate potential tenants/purchasers.

The Newydd Housing Association representative explained the way in which people applied for these properties and some of the restrictions that were put in place by the Housing Association.

Cllr Karl Jones proposed that Close Family be defined as just parents.  After some discussion of different scenarios it was agreed that this was too restrictive and that some additional thought needed to go into the policy.  It was agreed with Ms Faulkner that a meeting to agree the policy would be held on Thursday 9th January with her in attendance.  Cllr Blethyn thanked the representatives for their time. 

Cllr Karl Jones apologised and left the meeting. 

9. Report from Cllr Hammond re £2.5k Wind Turbine Community Fund
Cllr Hammond confirmed that the company running the Wind Turbine, Belltown Power had agreed a payment of £2.5k p.a. to the Council.

AP Clerk to send Belltown Power the Council bank details

Cllr Wilson requested that an item be put on the February meeting agenda to agree how to distribute the monies.

10. Report from Cllr Wilson re proposed improvement to Council website

Cllr Wilson began her report by thanking Cllr Hammond for all his hard work to date on the website.  She continued by explaining that she had done some research into Council websites and believed some changes needed to be made to Llangan’s including:-
· Making the homepage clearer 

· Adding more information and photos on Treoes and St Mary Hill

· Adding links to the existing village hall Facebook pages

· Adding more details of the Councillors

Cllr Wilson explained she would also like to advertise the existence of the website more broadly.  Cllr Wilson proposed that over the next year this website would be developed by herself and the Clerk to ensure maximum impact and that all rules concerning Council website disclosure are met.  This was seconded by Cllr Hammond and agreed by all.

It was RESOLVED that the Council website be re-developed throughout 2015 and that all Councillors would provide material where requested. 

Cllr Wilson went on to discuss what material was available on the local noticeboards as not everyone was on the internet and disclosure of some basic information was required.  She agreed to update the Treoes noticeboard, Cllr Hammond would look into access to the Llangan one and Cllr Thomas would look into posting of information in St Marys Hill.

Cllr Wilson agreed to put together a sheet with basic contact information on, although Cllr Thomas did not wish his phone number to be put up. 

The Clerk agreed to do a summary of the minutes to place on the noticeboards as the full minutes would not fit. 
AP Clerk to begin updating website
11. Minutes of the Meeting held 2nd December 2014 
Cllr Keith Jones asked that these minutes and those going forward clearly differentiated which Cllr Jones had made which points.
Point 10 
Jill Hann is actually Jill Ham
AP Clerk to change minutes for points above and they can be signed at next meeting. 

Cllr Hammond proposed that with the changes above the minutes be approved; this was seconded by Cllr Hayball- Jones and agreed by all. 

It was RESOLVED to adopt these minutes.

12.  Matters Arising.
Point 5.4
Cllr Hayball- Jones requested that the Clerk find the original minutes regarding the cladding necessary on the allotment building to clarify exactly what was agreed. 

AP Clerk to review relevant minutes
Point 7.1
Cllr Blethyn confirmed that the VoG Christmas Grant had been accepted and the monies had been received.  As agreed in the last meeting it would be split between Treoes and Llangan & St Mary Hill Community Centres. 

AP Clerk to raise cheques to be signed at next meeting

13. To consider the Clerks Report
This was reviewed and no comments made.
14. To consider any planning matters –
The planning application sheet was reviewed. 

Cllr Hammond explained that he had been informed that the planning application for the Solar Farm would be provided to the VoG planning office at the end of this week and that this would not have any changes regarding access.  Though this would take a few days/weeks to officially be entered onto the system.  He continued to emphasise that there was nothing stopping an action group being formed who could look into the actual technical planning reasons for why this development should not go ahead. 

15. To consider any Correspondence 
Correspondence was reviewed and there was none to add

16. To consider any reports of Councillors
Cllr Thomas wished to report the large number of potholes near Ruthin Chapel and St Mary Hill Church.  As well as the need for new road markings at the junction between Ruthin Chapel and the main road. 

AP Clerk to report to VoG

17. To consider Community Centre reports 
It was agreed to defer these to the next meeting.
18. Time, date and venue of next meeting –
The next meeting will be at 7.00pm on Tuesday 3rd February 2015
19. To consider Clerks pay banding and contract

The Clerk distributed the approved pay bandings and explained her current banding for her other Clerk’s positions.  She explained that she would send the Chair a copy of a draft contract. 

After a short discussion the pay banding was proposed by Cllr Blethyn, seconded by Cllr Keith Jones and agreed by all. 

20. The meeting closed at 9.24pm.

a. Signed:


b. Dated:
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