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Llangan Community Council.

Minutes of an Ordinary General Meeting held at The Old Schoolroom, Llangan on Tuesday 5th December 2017.  
1. Welcome, Record of Members Present and Apologies for absence
Cllr Keith Jones welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Cllr Keith Jones, Cllr N Blethyn, Cllr H Davies, Cllr D Hammond, Cllr Karl Jones, Cllr Reed, Cllr.B.Hayball-Jones, Cllr P Wilson and Cllr L Brookes.
 Also present - Jo Howell (Clerk)  
Apologies for Absence.

County Councillor Cave and PCSO Stone
2. To consider Police Matters
PCSO Stone had sent her apologies but had reported that there had been one crime since the last meeting, a commercial burglary in Llangan.
3. To consider County Council matters

County Councillor Cave had sent her apologies and there were no other County Council matters to report. 
4. Public Session

There was one member of the public present who explained that there had not yet been an allotment association committee or members meeting in order to discuss the allotment agreement with the Community Council.  He did not think that one person from the committee should have been approached to sign an agreement as he didn’t know all of the history.  He asked that this Council give time for a meeting to be held and also answer the questions that had been posed by the secretary of the allotment association. 
5. To consider any matters arising from the Public Session
The allotment agreement was discussed as item 7 on the agenda. 
6. To consider any suggestions for the spending of s106 Sustainable Transport monies 

The Council expressed their frustration at the lack of options for this money due to the fact it only related to sustainable transport.  However, they wished the Vale Council to investigate using the money to make the whole length of pathway in the area safe, possibly with raised curbs and to investigate the feasibility of a walkway from Llangan village to Llangan school. 

AP Clerk to report back to s106 officer. 
7. Report from Cllrs Blethyn and Wilson re allotment society agreement

The Chairman referred the Council to the questions from the allotment society in the supplementary Clerks report. 
Question 1 asked what the driver was for the agreement being issued now.  It was reported that this had been discussed since January this year and indeed an agreement should have been drawn up and signed at the start of the allotment association. 

Question 2 related to the Buffer Zone, the wording had already been updated and the Council agreed that this is the correct area. It was emphasised that nothing could be put on this buffer zone.
Question 3 related to Statutory Allotment clarification – after a short discussion it was agreed that this wording was not required.
Question 4 related to the allotments being only for the villagers of Treoes.  After a discussion on this matter it was agreed that this would be left as villagers of Treoes only as it was primarily for those who lived in the area, and any historical members from Llangan could maintain as lessees.  
Finally Question 5 related to termination of the agreement clauses, it was confirmed that these would be included. 

It was agreed that the agreement needed to be signed by this Council’s February meeting on February 6th 2018. 

AP Clerk to respond to secretary with responses to these questions and final copy of lease agreement.

8. Report from Cllr Hammond on Llangan allotments and next steps
Cllr Hammond informed the Council that an email was sent by the Llangan action group regarding whether anyone would be interested in having allotments and indeed setting up an allotment association on the land currently occupied by Mr Carroll.  Allotments could be one of a number of options that the land be used for. There had been a number of positive responses to the email. 
It was clarified that the Vale Council would not be giving away the freehold of the land but given the rights of management to the Community Council.  This was agreed in a minuted meeting with the Vale Council. 
9. To consider draft questionnaire for villagers, method of distribution and option for CRC Grant. 
Cllr Brookes explained that she had worked with Cllrs Wilson and Reed to develop this survey, based on a survey completed by Llandough CC.

The draft survey was reviewed. The following points were raised: -
Possibly more detailed information on for example what people want in the hall. 

There should be more of an introduction so it shows the benefit of completing the survey.
The parking situation around the public house in Treoes could be added. 
Making the questionnaire shorter in terms of section 3 responses. 

The post-boxes at the halls could be used as a method of collection. 

It was queried whether the questionnaire should be bilingual and it was agreed that this would not be necessary in compliance with the Council’s Welsh Language Policy. 

It was agreed that Cllrs Reed, Wilson and Brookes would work towards a final draft, aiming towards the questionnaire going out at the start of March. They would bring a concrete proposal to the January meeting regarding the questionnaire, its distribution method and its analysis. 
It was also agreed that the Clerk could spend extra hours on getting data for the questionnaire team. 
There was a discussion around the CRC Grant and it was felt that this could be used at a later date for a project or an extension of this project rather than questionnaire admin costs. 

AP Agenda for next meeting 

AP Clerk to investigate data requested by project team. 

Cllr Karl Jones left the meeting at 7.55pm. 
10. To agree model local resolution protocol – previously circulated
The protocol was reviewed and it was proposed by Cllr Reed to accept the protocol as it stood this was seconded by Cllr Keith Jones and agreed by all.
It was RESOLVED to agree the local resolution protocol as it stood.

11. To consider and agree internal audit governance report and engagement letter 
The Council discussed the internal audit governance report.  The scope of the internal audit was considered accurate, the qualifications and experience of Mr Alec Davies the current internal auditor were explained and agreed as more than suitable.  The remainder of the report was discussed and no changes were required. 

There were a small number of spelling changes to the engagement letter so these would be changed by the Clerk. 

Cllr Blethyn proposed that the internal audit governance report be accepted and provided to the internal auditor along with the engagement letter. This was seconded by Cllr Davies and agreed by all. 
It was RESOLVED to agree the internal audit governance report. 

AP Clerk to provide documents to the internal auditor

12. Consideration of Christmas Grants 
The Chairman explained that as there was no Vale Council Christmas Grant this year, the Council should consider whether Christmas grants could be supplied from s137 monies. 

It was suggested by Cllr Brookes that a portion of the Wind Turbine monies be used to provide a grant to the three halls in the area, provided that this was allowed under the agreement. The Clerk agreed to check this but felt that this would be allowed. 

At this point the following Councillors declared their interests as follows: -
· Cllrs Blethyn and Wilson as members of Treoes Hall Committee

· Cllr Davies as a member of Llangan Hall Committee

· Cllr Reed as a member of the Old School room committee

These Councils did not then take part in the discussion or vote regarding their hall. 

It was proposed by Cllr Brookes that £150 each was given to Treoes and Llangan Halls and £50 to the Old School Rooms. This was seconded by Cllr Keith Jones and agreed by all. 

AP Clerk to raise cheques for approval at the January meeting 
13. Update from Clerk on ROWIP Consultation meeting – notes previously circulated
The Clerk referred to her previously circulated notes. Her main item to emphasise was that there would be less time and money available to maintain PROW in the future and so it may fall on this Council to arrange for this to be done. 
There was a short discussion regarding some of the local PROW.

AP Write to PROW office at the Vale with complaint regarding lack of reinstatement for the PROW at the Solar Farm.

14. Update from Cllr Wilson on Planning Training

Cllr Wilson reported on this meeting which she found very useful.  It mainly covered the planning process and the role of Community Council in it as well as more information on S106 monies. She would recommend going to anything similar. 
15. To consider Community Centre Reports 
Llangan Hall –Due to illness the pantomime has been moved to the 20/21st Jan. There would also be an Archaeological group meeting as a trial. 
Treoes Hall – Members were referred to the supplementary clerk’s report where Cllr Wilson had provided a report on the renovations of the hall.  
16. To receive the Minutes of the Ordinary meeting held 7th November 2017
Cllr Blethyn proposed the November 2017 Ordinary meeting minutes and the November 2017 extraordinary meeting minutes be approved; this was seconded by Cllr Wilson and agreed by all.

It was RESOLVED to adopt these minutes.

The minutes were signed by the Chairman.
17.  Matters Arising from the minutes
The Clerk confirmed that all her action points had been completed, there were no further minutes to discuss. 
18. To consider additional items for the draft budget for 2018/19 

The Clerk explained that the budget and precept would need to be agreed at the January meeting. Costs in relation to the questionnaire, PROW and additional grass cutting were asked to be included.  
AP Clerk to prepare draft budget in advance of the January meeting for consideration

19. To consider the Clerks Report
Insurance for Hall – It was proposed by Cllr Wilson that the Zurich quote be accepted and a 3-year agreement be put in place with Zurich, this was seconded by Cllr Davies and agreed by all.
AP Clerk to confirm with Zurich. 

Community Asset Transfer– The letter from the Vale Council in relation to Llangan Hall EOI expression of interest was considered.  It was agreed that there was no point going ahead with a CAT when it was only on a leased basis. The Clerk was asked to enquire what would be considered exceptional circumstances for freehold transfer?
AP Clerk to write to Vale Council 

Stronger Communities Grant – The members were delighted that the majority of the grant for Treoes Hall had been awarded. 
AP Clerk to work with Treoes Hall committee regarding grant work
The financial position was considered and the following payments approved and a cheque signed by two signatories.

Funds as of 29/11/2017-  £13,164(cashbook- including payments to be approved)

Receipts- None
01/12/2017
Clerks salary Nov 


101020
279.7

01/12/2017
Vision ICT - Website hosting
 
101021
228

20. To consider any planning matters 
There were no new planning applications to review. The completed applications were noted. 
21. To consider any Correspondence 
The Correspondence was reviewed and two additional items of correspondence were provided by the Chairman. 
22. To consider any reports of Councillors
The previously circulated reports from Cllrs Wilson and Hammond were reviewed there were no additional questions or actions on these. 

Cllr Reed explained that BT Openreach had now completed the trenching in the village and were working their way out of the village.
23. Time, date and venue of next meeting –
The Council were reminded the next Ordinary meeting was on Tuesday 2nd January 2018 at 7pm. It was agreed that due to the timing of the Clerks holiday and Christmas the meeting would be moved back to Tuesday 9th January 2018 at 7pm.

AP Clerk to advertise change of meeting date.  
24. The meeting closed at 8.45pm 
a. Signed:


b. Dated:
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