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Llangan Community Council.

Minutes of an Extraordinary General Meeting held at The Old Schoolroom, Llangan on Tuesday 7th November 2017 at 8.25pm
1. Welcome, Record of Members Present and Apologies for absence
Cllr Keith Jones welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Cllr Keith Jones, Cllr N Blethyn, Cllr H Davies, Cllr D Hammond, Cllr L Brookes, Cllr Reed and Cllr.B.Hayball-Jones. 
Also present - Jo Howell (Clerk) and County Councillor Cave
Apologies for Absence.

Cllr P Wilson, Cllr L Brookes and Cllr Karl Jones
2. To consider a formal comment from this Council in response to the Independent Review Panel consultation, to include coverage of the following questions: -

•
What should Community and Town Councils be responsible for?

•
How should they operate?

•
What’s standing in their way to deliver for the local community?

•
How do councils ensure they best represent their local community?
At this point the Chairman asked for comments on the consultation questions. The main points agreed by the Council were: -

What Community Councils cover at the moment seems correct, if they were to have any more responsibilities then really members should be paid and a question should be asked on whether these responsibilities should really be covered by County Councils. The current structure of local government is a long standing, time tested method which has proved to be workable. 

The Community Council believed a significant barrier standing in their way is around planning. The Community Council really don’t believe that their views are given sufficient weight by the planning officers and planning committee of the County Council. This Council would like a formal ability to have more influence on planning issues and that County Councils give much greater weight to the views of the Community Council. This Council acknowledge that this may require a change in planning law. 

Overall, this Council believe there is something preventing the ‘voice’ of the Community Council being heard appropriately in general.  County Council officers in particular need to remember that a Community Councils is an elected body that represent the community and their opinions. It was also raised that in terms of conflicts of interest due to the close-knit nature of the rural village sometimes this means that members cannot speak/vote on issues that directly affect their community.  This essentially prevents the ‘voice’ of the local people being heard. 

Councils ensure they best represent their community by having a good representation on the Council of the different areas of the ward, having public sessions at their meetings and making sure that consultations are completed where appropriate. 

AP Clerk to draft response based on above points and submit to the IRPW. A copy should be provided to OVW 

The meeting closed at 8.35pm 
a. Signed:


b. Dated:
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