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Minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting held at The Old Schoolroom, Llangan on Tuesday 2nd July 2019 at 7:00pm
1. Welcome, Record of Members present and apologies for absence

Attendees: Cllr Keith Jones (Chairman), Cllr D Hammond, Cllr Karl Jones, Cllr D Reed, Cllr N Blethyn, Cllr L Brookes, Cllr B Hayball-Jones
Also present: K Protheroe (Clerk), Cllr C Cave, several members of the local community (observers)
Apologies for Absence: Cllr H Davies, Cllr P Wilson, PCSO Angela Stone
2. Disclosure and confirmation of declarations of interest 

There were no new disclosures of interest.
3. To receive the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 11th June 2019

Cllr Reed raised two matters of accuracy:


Item 2, June 2019: Cllr Reed noted that he had been asked by Cllr Karl Jones 
if he intended to declare an interest in respect of item 11, June 2019 (Village 
Greens) in respect of land lying to the south of the Croft, Llangan. Cllr 
Reed had confirmed that he had no need to declare an interest and the 
minutes do not reference this statement.


Item 11, June 2019: Cllr Reed noted that Cllr Karl Jones had made clear to 
the Council that he was strongly against the village green proposal in respect 
of the land laying to the south of the Croft, Llangan and that he would fully 
support the current adverse possession applicant.

It was proposed by Cllr Keith Jones to accept the minutes of the OGM, as amended, as a true record; this was seconded by Cllr Reed and agreed by all. 


The Chairman signed the minutes.

4. To consider any matters arising from those minutes not covered elsewhere in the agenda

There was one matter arising:

4.1
Defibrillators: The Clerk confirmed that he had received the information on three of the four defibrillators and thanked the members. Cllr Brookes would forward the details of the St. Mary Hill unit following the meeting. The Clerk would then request a quotation from Welsh Hearts for a service contract.

Action point: Clerk to request a defibrillator service contract from Welsh Hearts.
4.2
Speeding cars along the stretch of road between the sign for Ruthin and the M4 flyover: The Clerk confirmed that he had contacted the Vale of Glamorgan Council (VOG) who had requested further clarification of the problem. Cllr Keith Jones confirmed that this part of the road is the only area where speed is not restricted, which is not logical, and encourages road users to drive fast along this busy road. 

Action point: The Clerk to resolve with VOG.
5. To consider Police Matters
PCSO Angela Stone was not present but had advised LCC that no crimes have been reported in the last month.
6. Public session
There were a sizeable number of members of the public present who were in attendance to observe Item 11: Village Green proposal. They were welcomed by the Clerk.
In the light of the attendance the Chair decided to bring Item 11 forward to assist the members of the public present and discuss the matter at this point of the meeting.

Cllr Karl Jones absented himself from the discussion as he had declared an interest.

Village Greens proposal (Item 11 brought forward)

The Clerk advised the members that since the June OGM the Land Registry 
has advised the Council that it has received an application for registration of a 
person in adverse possession in respect of land lying to the south of the Croft, 
Llangan. If the Council wish to appeal this matter it must do so by 8th July 
2019.

Cllr Reed outlined his reasons why he felt LCC should appeal the application. 
He argued that the site was a focal point for the village and its loss to private 
ownership would be detrimental to the local community, which was LCC’s 
primary responsibility.

Cllr Hammond noted that the site is identified in the Llangan conservation 
area document, which emphasises its importance. He pointed out that whilst 
he agreed that LCC should attempt to preserve it for current and future 
communities, he supported the decision already made by LCC that registering 
sites as village greens should not prevent access to local farms. This had 
been the case on this site for many years where community and farm 
interests had co-existed.

After a thorough discussion of the issue it was proposed by Cllr Reed that 
LCC should appeal the adverse possession application. Moreover, LCC 
should request an extension of time to allow the Council to consider its appeal 
carefully. Ideally the extension would be for two months. The proposal was 
seconded by Cllr Brookes and agreed by all.

Action point: The Clerk to notify the Land Registry of LCC’s intention to 
appeal the application for adverse possession and request an extension 
of time to prepare it.
7. To consider County Council matters
Cllr Cave updated members on the changes taking shape at the VOG.
Cllr Cave noted the excellent new play facilities and Fferm Goch and the removal of the hedgerow that previously separated the old playground from the road and expressed her concern that there was a clear danger to children as a result of the removal of the hedgerow.

The Council agreed and discussed options to remedy the position. It was decided that the best course was to write straight away to the VOG to make them aware of the risk and the need for prompt remedial action.

Action point: The Clerk to write to the VOG requesting they act. Cllr Cave will do likewise.

It was noted that Treoes park did not compare favourably to the new Fferm Goch park. The Council considered their funding options to improve the park, including a Stronger Communities Grant, the wind turbine community support grant and the VOG’s Mayoral Fund.
Action point: Clerk to clarify community purposes for which wind turbine grant can be used.

8. Place Plans
Cllr Reed explained the rationale behind Place Plans (PP). He explained they were the local equivalent of the local development plans and enable community councils to influence and shape the latter.
(Cllr Karl Jones left the meeting at 19:53).

Cllr Reed proposed that because Llangan is the subject of a conversation area plan, LCC, as a pilot, should carry out a PP assessment of the village to influence the conservation area plan and LDP. If it could be carried out successfully, the methodology used would then be applied to Treoes and St. Mary Hill. He suggested a working group of councillors should work on the project together. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Keith Jones and agreed by all. The working group members would be Cllr Reed, Cllr Brookes, Cllr Hammond and Cllr Blethyn.

9. Proposed Budget 2019-20 (Draft 2) and Quarter 1 Budget analysis

Proposed Budget 2019-20 (Draft 2)

The Clerk presented the revised budget and noted that all the changes requested by members at the June 2019 OGM are included in the revised budget.
The Clerk explained that there was little difference between the projected 
expenditure this year compared to last. However, if all the Council’s spending plans were to reach fruition the support of the accumulated surplus would be required. Nevertheless, the budget was achievable, and the end of year outturn would remain in surplus at year end.
The members noted the report. Cllr Reed proposed approval of the budget, with a proviso that the legal fees budget be increased by £1,000 given the earlier decision regarding the HM Land Registry appeal. This was seconded by Cllr Keith Jones and 
agreed by all.
Action point: Clerk to adjust legal fees budget

Quarter 1 Budget analysis
The Clerk noted that budget currently shows an underspend of circa £7k primarily due to underspends in respect of the Clerk’s salary, S137 grants, Llangan allotments and the timing of payments in respect of the Llangan Hall project.

The Clerk suggested that the budget position would be clearer at the end of quarter 2, but currently there were no areas of concern.
The Clerk noted that £15304.74 of the stated surplus was ‘ring fenced’ in respect of the Llangan Broadband Project. Cllr Reed noted that the last payment will not fall due until the installation goes live.
10. To consider Community Centre Reports on Llangan and Treoes Halls including Llangan extension
The Clerk advised the Council on progress with WEFO funding in respect of the Llangan and St Mary Hill Hall extension. Currently claims are up to date, and the VAT has been paid by HMRC. Therefore, the Council’s cashflow position is positive.
The work on the Hall is close to completion albeit handover has not yet been achieved.
The Council noted the report.

The were no further reports on Llangan or Treoes Halls.

11. Village greens proposal – Update
(This item was dealt with under agenda item 6 above).
12. One Voice Wales Local Resolution Procedure
The Council noted the procedure, which they had previously adopted for use. Cllr Brookes explained that she and Cllr Davies had commenced a review of the procedure and the development of it to suit LCC’s requirements during the Clerk’s absence. Cllr Brookes had agreed with the Clerk that he would now complete the review and report back to the Council. 

Action point: the Clerk to review the procedure and report back to the Council.
13. To consider the Clerk’s report including matters of a financial nature
The Council noted the Clerk’s activities detailed in the report and in respect of the Llangan and St Mary Hill Hall project.

The Clerk confirmed that the cashbook reconciled to the Council’s bank statement of 17th June 2019, with an agreed balance of £31.013.93. The Clerk presented the reconciliation to Cllr Brookes for her scrutiny and approval.
The Clerk outlined the payments to be approved by the Council at the meeting. It was proposed by Cllr Keith Jones that the payment of the Clerk’s gross salary for Oct 2018 and the first quarter of 2019 of £1726.13 should be approved. This was seconded by Cllr Blethyn and agreed by all.
Action: Clerk to instruct DM payroll services to scrutinise/calculate the Clerk’s net pay and tax due to HMRC.
14. To consider any planning matters incl Bridgend planning
The Clerk advised the Council that there were currently two planning matters requiring their attention, as detailed in the report:
Town and Country Planning Act, 1990 (as amended)

Planning Application No. 2019/00657/OUT (SZ)

Location: Willow Cottage, Treoes

Proposal: To build 3 detached dwellings

Town and Country Planning Act, 1990 (as amended)

Planning Application No. 2019/00659/FUL (CR)

Location: Tan-y-Lan House, St Mary Hill

Proposal: Variation of Conditions 4 & 5 of Planning Permission

The members considered the applications. It was proposed by Cllr Keith 
Lewis 
that the Council should note the applications and raise no objections. 
This was seconded by Cllr Blethyn and agreed by all.

Action point: The Clerk to advise VOG that the Council had no objections to the planning proposal.
15. To consider any correspondence and associated replies required

The Clerk noted the report, outlined actions taken and advised the Council that no correspondence required their attention at the meeting.
16. To consider any reports of Councillors 
Other than those noted elsewhere in the minutes, the following issue was reported:
16.1
Cllr Brookes advised the Council that the local school had now identified a company to carry out their health and safety risk assessment.
17. Time, date and venue of next meeting
The Council were reminded the next Ordinary meeting will be on 3rd September 2019 at 7pm in The Old School Rooms, Llangan.
18. The meeting closed at 9:00pm 
a. Signed:


b. Dated: 
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