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Minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting held at The Old Schoolroom, Llangan on Tuesday 14th May 2019 at 7:00pm
1. Welcome, Record of Members present and apologies for absence

Attendees: Cllr Keith Jones (Chairman), Cllr D Hammond, Cllr Karl Jones, Cllr D Reed, Cllr H Davies, Cllr N Blethyn, Cllr L Brookes, Cllr P Wilson, Cllr B Hayball-Jones
Also present: K Protheroe (Clerk), PCSO Angela Stone
Apologies for Absence: County Cllr C Cave
2. Disclosure and confirmation of declarations of interest 

There were no disclosures or declarations of interest required.
3. To receive the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 5th March 2019
It was proposed by Cllr Blethyn to accept the minutes of the OGM as a true record, this was seconded by Cllr Davies and agreed by all. 


The Chairman signed the minutes.
4. To consider any matters arising from those minutes not covered elsewhere in the agenda

There was two matters arising:

4.1
Sourcing of wooden benches/village greens proposal: Cllr Reed confirmed that the sourcing of benches had been completed.


Cllr Reed updated members in respect of the village greens proposals. As members were aware there were a number of small parcels of land across the ward, some of which could provide useful local amenity space. He explained the research he had done in investigating how such land, where ownership was unknown, could be acquired by the Council and, in some cases, officially classified as ‘village greens’. 

The members were supportive of the idea and the acquisition of such land for the community. However, the cost of maintaining the sites and the actual number needed to be established as a starting point.

Cllr Karl Jones expressed concern that the Council should not be placing benches on such sites or using such land for community purposes before it had established ownership. This could present both the Council and individual members with public liability issues which for obvious reasons should be avoided. Any steps of this type should bot be undertaken without clarifying the position with the Council’s insurers
It was, therefore, proposed by Cllr Reed that the Council should determine 

· how many potential sites exist within the area

· the process by which ownership can be established

· agree those suitable for acquisition as village greens/community amenities (there must be no obstructing of access)

· establish the cost of maintaining the sites for community use

· arrangements for consulting the community

· that to avoid issues of public liability the Council would not act before acquiring such sites and clarifying matters with their insurers.
The proposal was seconded by Cllr Wilson. A vote was called with seven for the proposal and one against.

4.2:
Review of Standing Orders/Code of Conduct: work continues but the review is not complete.
5. To consider Police Matters
PCSO Angela Stone confirmed that there had been one reported crimes since the March meeting The Chairman thanked PCSO Stone for her attendance. PCSO Stone left the meeting.

6. Public session
There was one member of the public present, Mr C Ham. Mr Ham drew members’ attention to a parcel of land at Parc Newydd, Treoes. He explained that he had tended to this land, the ownership of which is unclear, for many years to keep it presentable for the local community. He made clear that he had no interest in the purchase of this land, or indeed any knowledge of plans to make it available for sale. His actions had been motivated by community spirit alone.
The Council thanked Mr Ham for his comments and for his efforts in voluntarily maintaining the site. It was noted that the issue raised by Ham chimed with the earlier discussion concerning village greens. Mr Ham left the meeting at 19:39.

Cllr Karl Jones noted that his mother had raised another act of community spirit, namely the cutting of grass verges, which inadvertently had put at risk nesting wildfowl. 

The Council noted Cllr Karl Jones’s declaration of interest and would urge local residents to be aware of wildfowl when trimming verges.

Cllr Karl Jones left the meeting at 19:56.

7. To consider County Council matters
No report was presented to the meeting.
8.  Website project: Update
Cllr Hammond updated members on progress with the new website. He explained that within the context of the grant funding awarded to the Council, the development of a bespoke website was not financially possible. 

In discussions with the website designer a site based on templates designed by Wordpress was considered the best option. Cllr Hammond demonstrated the site to the members, which could be delivered within the funding available. 
It was, therefore, proposed by Cllr Hammond that the Council should redevelop its website using the Wordpress template-based system. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Wilson and agreed by all.
Action points:

1. Cllr Hammond to contact the VOG to clarify position in respect of the grant funding

2. Cllr Hammond to circulate members details of site pages and structure for comment. The group would consist of all members except Cllrs Keith Jones, Karl Jones and B. Hayball-Jones.
9. To consider Community Centre Reports on Llangan and Treoes Halls including Llangan extension
Cllr Davies updated members in respect of progress with Llangan and St. Mary Hill hall extension, which is now nearing completion.

The Clerk advised members that the first grant claim had been submitted to Rural Payments Wales, with the second to follow shortly, The scheme remains on budget.

The Council noted the report.

10. To consider the Clerk’s report including matters of a financial nature and major budget items for 2019/2020
Cllr Brookes outlined the Council’s financial position. She noted that cash at bank as of 25th March 2019 was £35,766. The increased balance was accounted for primarily by grant paid in advance for the Llangan Hall extension and monies held in trust for the Broadband project.

The members noted the report and thanked Cllr Brookes for covering the Clerk’s duties during his absence. Her significant contribution was greatly appreciated.
The Council discussed the current banking arrangements and the difficulties the reliance of a cheque-based system can involve. The members agreed that the number of cheque signatories should be increased from two to four councillors and that the Council should investigate the digital banking options available. Cllr Blethyn offered to lead the review and report back to the Council.

Action Point: Cllr Blethyn to explore digital banking service for Llangan Community Council.
Cllr Brookes confirmed that Alec Davies had been appointed as the Council’s internal auditor for the year ending 31st March 2019.

Cllr Brookes confirmed that sher had resolved the outstanding grass cutting invoices with the Vale of Glamorgan Council. The contract is in its third and final year. 

11. To consider any planning matters incl Bridgend planning
Cllr Brookes advised the Council that there were currently no planning matters requiring their attention.
12. To consider any correspondence and associated replies required

Cllr Brookes tabled her report on correspondence during the month and confirmed that there were no matters requiring a specific reply from the Council.

13. To consider any reports of Councillors 
Other than those noted elsewhere in the minutes, the following issues were raised:
13.1
Cllr Reed updated members on the recent laison meeting with the Vale of Glamorgan Council. He noted that the meeting had been largely taken up by proposals regarding the VOG’s revised community councils’ charter.

13.2
Cllr Blethyn queried the ongoing maintenance of the defibrillators the Council had installed. It was unclear as to whether this was Llangan Community Council’s responsibility. It was agreed by all that this should be clarified.

Action Point: Clerk to establish responsibility and arrangements for servicing.
13.3
Cllr Wilson noted that the fencing around Treoes Playground has still not been addressed by the Vale of Glamorgan Council, despite several attempts by Llangan CC to resolve the matter.

Action Point: Clerk to continue efforts to get the fencing repaired.
13.4
Cllr Reed confirmed that the broadband project was continuing to progress well and the next meeting of the steering group would take place on 4th June.
14. Time, date and venue of next meeting
The Council were reminded the next Ordinary meeting will be on 6th November 2018 at 7pm in The Old School Rooms, Llangan.
15. The meeting closed at 9:00pm 
a. Signed:


b. Dated: 
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