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Minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting held via Zoom on Tuesday 2nd November 2021 at 7:00PM
1. Welcome, record of Members present and apologies for absence


Attendees: Cllr Keith Jones (Chair), Cllr B Hayball-Jones, Cllr L Howells, Cllr 
D Reed, Cllr L Brookes, Cllr P Wilson, Cllr Hammond

Note: Cllrs Keith Jones was present via a Zoom audio link. The meeting was, 
therefore, chaired by the Deputy Chair, Cllr L Howells 

Also present: K Protheroe (Clerk)

Apologies for Absence: Cllr N Blethyn, Cllr C Cave, PCSO A Stone
2. Disclosure and confirmation of declarations of interest 

Cllr Reed declared an interest in respect of Agenda Item 11: Section 137 Grant application and took no part in this matter.
3. To receive the minutes of 5th October 2021 Ordinary General Meeting

For Accuracy: It was noted by Cllr Wilson that the grant to support the Wildlife Collaboration Project was to be provided by the Community Council via the Community Wind Turbine fund and not as a Section 137 Grant (Agenda Item 11, November 2021). Subject to this amendment, it was proposed by Cllr Wilson that the minutes of the OGM should be accepted as a true record; this was seconded by Cllr Brookes and agreed by all.

The Chair confirmed that he would sign the minutes when the Community 
Council met next in person.
4. To consider any Matters arising from 5th October 2021 Ordinary General Meeting not covered elsewhere in the agenda


There were two Matters arising:
· Agenda Item 10. May 2021: The Clerk confirmed that no reply had been received from the VOGC’s senior officers to the Community Council’s letter about several highway issues, despite the Clerk sending a reminder. The Community Council asked that this item be included on the agenda for the December meeting. 
Action Point: Clerk to explore the cost of traffic monitoring and calming equipment.

· Agenda Item 6. November 2021: the Clerk confirmed that the local PCSO receives copies of all agendas and minutes.

Action Point: Clerk to invite the PCSO to a forthcoming meeting of the Community Council.
· Agenda Item 7. November 2021: the Clerk confirmed that the Community Council’s proposals in respect of the VOGC Active Travel feasibility study have been sent.

· Agenda Item 11: November 2021: Cllr Hammond confirmed that the Wildlife Collaboration Project’s grant application to the VOGC for £500 had been successful. Formal confirmation was awaited.

5. Public session

There were no members of the public present.
6. To consider Police Matters
The Clerk informed the members that since the Community Council’s October 2021 meeting, there had been no reported crimes committed in the area.
Cllr Hayball-Jones told the Community Council that illegal hare coursing had been taking place in the area and horses and sheep had been attacked. The Police have been informed.

Action Point: Advise the public via the Community Council’s website.

7. To consider County Council matters
This item was deferred until the December 2021 meeting due to Cllr Cave’s absence.
Cllr Reed noted reference to a legal partnership service level agreement in Cllr Cave’s report and asked if the Community Council was part of such an agreement.
Action Point: Clerk to check on current position with VOGC.

8. To consider Community Centre Reports on Llangan and Treoes Halls including Llangan extension

Treoes Hall: there was no report due to Cllr Blethyn’s absence.
Llangan Hall: Cllr Hammond briefed members on current bookings at the hall.

The Clerk advised members that the final defects on the Hall remain outstanding a year after completion. The Clerk advised the members that he intends to write to the VOGC again urging them to finalise this matter as soon as possible.
The Clerk confirmed that new defibrillator pads had been ordered for the hall, and for Treoes Hall.
9. To consider the Clerk’s report including matters of a financial nature
The Community Council noted the Clerk’s activities detailed in the report.
The Clerk outlined the recent audit documentation requested by WEFO in respect of the Llangan and St. Mary Hill hall extension, focussing on the competitive tendering and public procurement processes followed by LCC and its agent the VOGC. The Clerk explained further grant claims cannot be submitted until the audit is completed and approved. Information on all expenditure on the project must be supplied and was sent to WEFO by the deadline required.
The Clerk outlined the Council’s financial position. The Community Council’s funds as of 30th September 2021 = £30,193. The bank statement reconciles to the Community Council’s cashbook of that date. The reconciliation documents for Quarter 2 2020/21 have been sent to Cllr Brookes for her scrutiny.

It was proposed by Cllr Brookes that the following payments should be approved:
	02/11/2021
	Countrywide; Grass cutting November
	101197
	144.00

	02/11/2021
	Community Heartbeat Trust
	101198
	100.80



The was seconded by Cllr Wilson and agreed by all.

It was noted that no receipts have been received since the October 2021 OGM.
10. Management Accounts Quarter 2 2021/22
The Clerk presented the Accounts for members’ consideration. It was noted that at the end of Quarter 2, the accounts are in surplus by £1,487.29, and the projected accumulated surplus as of 31st March 2022 has increased to £19,848.29 plus the Wind Turbine Community Grant Reserve 0f £8,410. The financial position remains positive.

It was proposed by Cllr Wilson that the Quarter 2 2021/22 should be approved by the Community Council. This was seconded by Cllr Howells and agreed by all.
11. Section 137 Grant application

(Cllr Reed left the meeting for this item having declared an interest in the matter at hand).
The Clerk presented the report detailing a grant application received by the Community Council and the community purposes for which the funds were intended.

The Community Council’s decision was as follows:

	Applicant
	Grant requested
	Purpose
	Proposed
	Seconded
	Decision

	St Canna’s Church
	£785.00
	Conservation and repairs to the porch, niche and statue that form the entrance
	Cllr Wilson
	Cllr Howells
	For:7

Against:0

Approved by all


12. Draft Annual Report 2022 of The Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales
The Clerk outlined the consultation proposals relevant to community councils. The Panel requested feedback by 26th November 2021.
The Community Council noted with dismay the proposal that all community councillors, other than those in Group C5, would be mandated to receive the £150 allowance; for those in the aforementioned group the allowance would be optional, on the presumption that community councillors representing the smallest areas do less than those in the other groups. The Community Council did not accept that this was the case as the limited resources available to the smallest councils could mean members actually do more than those in the larger councils. Certainly, the implication of the report's proposal is that the contribution of members in the smallest councils, is valued less than those in the other groups, which was noted with disappointment by the members. 
The Community Council emphasised that the cash sum is immaterial but drawing a distinction between councillors and their 'value' based on the size of the council's area diminishes the role that voluntary members’ undertake.
Action Point: Clerk to respond to the consultation on the Community Council’s behalf.
13. Planning matters
The Clerk advised the Community Council that since the last OGM the Community Council has received one new application upon which they were asked to comment. Due to the timing of the meetings the consultations were dealt with by email. The Community Council raised no objection to the following:

Planning Application No. 2021/01377/FUL (CJ) 

Location: Pen Y Gaer, St. Mary Hill 

Proposal: Demolition of existing stable and construction of tractor shed and wood store
The Clerk also advised the Community Council that the following applications had been approved:

Planning Application No. 2021/01286/FUL (TH) 

Location: 3, Sunnyside, Treoes 

Proposal: Single storey entrance porch addition to front of property. Single pitch slate roof. Block construction dressed with local limestone stonework. Footprint of 1.7 x 2.50 metres. Stable style entrance door on side of porch with wooden casement window on longer front facing wall.
Planning Application No. 2021/01265/FUL (TH) 

Location: 5, River Court, Treoes, Bridgend 

Proposal: Detached garage

Planning Application No. 2021/01190/FUL (MST)

Location: Brynheulog, Llangan 

Proposal: Double garage

14. To consider any correspondence and associated replies required 


The Clerk advised that no correspondence report was required for this meeting. The Clerk explained that correspondence received is either referred to in the relevant reports or has been copied to members in the period prior to the meeting.

The Community Council noted the Clerk’s report.
15. To receive any announcements from Councillors 
· Cllr Hayball-Jones updated members in respect of continuing traffic road problems due to inappropriate use of the lanes by HGVs. The Clerk would discuss this matter with Cllr Cave.
· Cllr Wilson noted the letter distributed by the Clerk from Bridgend Council in respect of the Waterton Estate. Cllr Wilson will report back to the Community Council at its next meeting.
16. Time, date, and venue of next meeting
The Community Council was reminded the next Ordinary meeting will be on Tuesday 7th December 2021 at 7:00pm via Zoom
17. The meeting closed at 20:26
a. Signed:


b. Dated: 
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