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Minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting held via Zoom on Tuesday 8th March 2022 at 7:00PM
1. Welcome, record of Members present and apologies for absence


Attendees: Cllr L Howells, Cllr D Reed, Cllr P Wilson, Cllr D Hammond, Cllr 
B Hayball-Jones, Cllr Karl Jones

Note: Cllr Hayball-Jones was present via a Zoom audio link. The meeting 
was chaired by the Deputy Chair, Cllr L Howells in the absence of the Chair

Also present: Cllr C Cave, K Protheroe (Clerk)

Apologies for Absence: Cllr Keith Jones (Chair), Cllr L Brookes, Cllr N 
Blethyn, PCSO A Stone
2. Disclosure and confirmation of declarations of interest 
Cllr Reed declared an interest in respect of the Section 137 Grant Application from the Old School Room, Llangan. Cllr Reed is secretary of the group.
3. To receive the minutes 1st February 2022 Ordinary General Meeting

For accuracy it was noted that at the last meeting it had been unanimously agreed that Cllr Brookes would represent the Community Council at the forthcoming pre-Tribunal meeting to be attended by those who had formally objected to the Adverse Possession application relating to the land south of the Croft, Llangan.
Subject to the proposed amendment, it was proposed by Cllr Wilson that the minutes of the OGM should be accepted as a true record; this was seconded by Cllr Reed and agreed by all.

The Vice Chair confirmed that she would sign the minutes when the 
Community Council met next in person.
4. To consider any Matters arising from 1st February 2022 Ordinary General Meeting not covered elsewhere in the agenda


There were no matters arising.
5. Public session

There were no members of the public present.
6. To consider Police Matters
The Clerk informed the members that since the Community Council’s February 2022 meeting, no updated crime report had been received by the Community Council.

The Clerk advised the Community Council that he had contacted the Police for clarification as to why the online information system, which details crimes by geographic area, had not been updated for a considerable time. A response was awaited.
Cllr Reed noted that since the last OGM the data had been brought up to December 2021.

7. To consider County Council matters
The Community Council thanked Cllr Cave for her written reports and noted the contents.
Cllr Cave confirmed that the VOGC’s Council Tax would increase by 2.9% from April 2022.

Cllr Cave confirmed that she had reported a series of damaged road signs in the area to the VOGC.
VOGC Active Travel Route Consultation

The Community Council noted the consultation with residents over plans to construct an Active Travel route from Llangan to the A48, aimed at improving sustainable travel options and increasing the number of journeys made by walking and cycling. It was noted that this was the first stage of a two-part consultation process. The document proposed three alternative route options. Residents were asked to decide their preferred option to take forward to the design stages before another round of consultation on the detailed design.
The Community Council considered the three options carefully, the challenges related to developing active travel routes in rural communities and the particular issues facing the residents of Llangan and community facilities such as the local school.
It was noted that a response was required by 23rd March 2022. It was decided that members would reflect further on the three routes proposed before making a final decision, with the Clerk co-ordinating the members’ observations.

VOGC Service Level Agreement (legal)

The members considered the agreement proposed by the VOGC being offered to all community councils in the local authority’s area. The members considered the proposed fees, the legal services offered and the exemptions.
It was proposed by Cllr Reed that the Community Council should enter into the agreement with the VOGC. This was seconded by Cllr Wilson and agreed by all.

Action Point: Clerk to finalise the Agreement for signing by the Community Council with the VOGC.

8. Buildings, land, and allotments report including Llangan and Treoes Halls:

· Adverse Possession: Land to the south of the Croft Llangan: Update

· Parc Newydd: Update

· Hall leases: Update

· Llangan Hall outstanding contract works: Update
· Adverse Possession: Land to the south of the Croft, Llangan: Cllr Reed advised the Community Council that at the recent pre-Tribunal meeting the objectors had agreed to continue negotiations with the claimant. No date for the Tribunal has been set as yet.
The Community Council noted the report.

· Parc Newydd: the Community Council noted Cllr Wilson’s report on progress with registering the land to protect it from future development for the benefit of the community. The Community Council noted the ‘caution’ registered with HM Land Registry in respect of a longstanding access gate to the site. The Community Council noted a local resident’s decision not to relinquish the access gate, whilst having no objection to the Community Council owning the land.
Summarising the discussion, it was proposed by Cllr Howells that if the Community Council was successful in registering the Parc Newydd site, the gate access installed by the resident would be retained. This would be conditional upon:
· the caution to the First Registration lodged with the HM Land Registry by the resident would be removed
· legal advice should be obtained from the Community Council's solicitor as to how best this arrangement can be achieved, considering the possibility of tying the 'right' to the gate to the resident's current property and to any future owners of that property.

Cllr Wilson would liaise with the Community Council’s legal representative to set out next steps and report back to the Council at the next meeting 

If agreement on this basis could not be achieved, it would be the Community Council’s intention to attempt to register the land. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Reed. A vote was held with four members in favour, one against and one abstention.
The proposal was, therefore, passed.

· Hall Leases: the Clerk outlined the contents of the report on the Llangan and Treoes Community Halls, which are managed by way of agreements signed in 1970. The Clerk noted that the VOGC were not minded to change this agreement despite the fact that of the other 22 community halls in the VOGC area nearly all of them are managed and maintained directly by the VOGC, notably in respect of external maintenance and health and safety of the buildings.
The Clerk noted that the VOGC was prepared to discuss this arrangement, but not until May 2022. 

The Community Council expressed their concern that the other halls in the area were being managed by the VOGC, whilst in crucial matters such as health and safety, the Community Council relied upon the efforts of volunteers. This seemed manifestly unreasonable.
It was, therefore, proposed, by Cllr Howells, that the Community Council should write again to the VOGC requesting a meeting at their earliest convenience, and certainly before the location elections in May, to commence discussions to resolve this position, and that of the Llangan Hall carpark lease. This was seconded by Cllr Wilson and agreed by all.
Action Point: Clerk to contact the VOGC.
· Llangan Hall outstanding contract works: Update: The Clerk advised members that after a considerable delay the outstanding defects at the Hall were being addressed and that the uncertainty over funding to cover the cost of the work had been resolved, with the assistance of Rural Payments Wales.
· Reports from the Halls: The Community Council noted the community activities taking place at the halls and thanked the volunteers who enable and organise such activities.

Cllr Wilson confirmed that her annual health and safety checks at the halls had been completed.
9. To consider the Clerk’s report including matters of a financial nature
The Community Council noted the Clerk’s activities detailed in the report.
The Community Council noted progress with the proposed change of banking arrangements and decided to defer any further action until following the local government elections.
The Clerk updated members on the delayed external audit being conducted by Audit Wales, the setting-up of cloud storage for the Community Council’s records and the conclusions of the Independent Remuneration Panel’s consultation.

The Clerk outlined the VOGC’s proposals for ‘Memorial Trees’ to be planted in all community council areas, in memory of those who had lost their lives during the Covid-19 Pandemic in the VOGC. The Community Council welcomed the initiative.

The Clerk outlined the Council’s financial position. The Community Council’s cash at bank as Council’s cash at bank as of 31st January 2022 = £32,097. The bank statement reconciles to the Community Council’s cashbook of that date.

The reconciliation of the Quarter 3 bank statement had been completed and approved by Cllr Brookes.

It was proposed by Cllr Howells that the following payments should be approved:
	08/03/2022
	One Voice Wales subscription 2022/23
	101214
	118.00

	08/03/2022
	K Protheroe - Clerk's expenses
	101215
	200.27



Planning matters
The Clerk advised the Community Council that since the last OGM the Community Council has received one new application from the VOGC upon which they were asked to comment. 
Application Location: Land South of Treoes

Application Details: 2022/00137/SC1

Proposal: Screening request for 9.9MW Solar Farm

Application Type: EIA Screening Opinion

The Community Council objected to the application as it was oversized and too close to the road. Further, the roads were not suitable for the large lorries required to set up the solar farm. The Community Council noted That their observations were based on past experience in respect of another solar farm development at Court Farm. The roads to this location were able to be widened adequately, with the applicant commendably ensuring the solar farm was not right on the road. This is something this current application does not achieve. 

Action Point: Clerk to advise VOGC.
The Clerk advised the Community Council that the following applications had been approved since the last meeting:

Application No. 2021/01804/LBC

Location: The Old Rectory, Llangan

Proposal: Proposed orangery to rear of property

Application No. 2021/01377/FUL

Location: Pen Y Gaer, St. Mary Hill

Proposal: Demolition of existing stable and construction of tractor shed and

wood store
The Clerk advised members that no objection had been raised by the Community Council, following consultation via email to the following application:

Planning Application No. 2022/00043/FUL (RL)

Location: 24, Fferm Goch, Llangan

Proposal: Proposed construction of a pair of semi-detached dwellings with new access
The Clerk noted the Community Council’s response to an appeal to Planning and Environment Decisions Wales made by Ward Jones, Waterston Estate in relation to planning application CAS-01413-L0P3D6 and Enforcement notice CAS-01409-G4L2M2). 
10. To consider any correspondence and associated replies required 


The Clerk advised that no correspondence report was required for this meeting. The Clerk explained that correspondence received is either referred to in the relevant reports or has been copied to members in the period prior to the meeting.

The Community Council noted the Clerk’s report.
11. To receive any announcements from Councillors 
· Cllr Hammond requested a progress report in respect of the replacement of the goalposts at the Fferm Goch play area. The Clerk will follow-up with the VOGC.
· Cllr Hammond asked the Clerk to confirm a matter relating to a ‘wildflower area’ with a resident in Llangan.
(Cllr Reed left the meeting following his earlier Disclosure of Interest)

· The Community Council noted receipt of an application for a Section 137 Grant from the Old School Room, Llangan. The Community Council decided it could not consider the application as information regarding the Old School Room’s finances were not included with the application and the 2021/22 budget for grants had already been allocated. The Clerk will advise the group accordingly.
12. Time, date, and venue of next meeting
The Community Council was reminded that the next Ordinary meeting will be on Tuesday 5th April 2022 at 7:00pm via Zoom
13. The meeting closed at 21:20
a. Signed:


b. Dated: 
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