JUNE 2020: Clerk’s report – replacing the Agenda for the meeting that would have been held on 2nd June 2020







	Agenda Item
	Comment
	Members’/Clerk’s actions

	Future meetings of the Council
	With the lockdown remaining fully in place in Wales the prospect of the Community Council meeting in the immediate future remains remote. A recent survey by the VOGC has revealed that most community councils are not meeting and that plans to meet are at a tentative stage only.

For most, the only option is videoconferencing via sites such as Zoom, and a small number of community councils are considering this option.
The Clerk has discussed this option with the Chairman, who is currently satisfied that this is not a route that LCC needs to follow at present – but that we should monitor developments. It could only be a partial solution for LCC as two members of the Council do not have internet access.
	Members comments are requested.

	Police report
	The most recent crime report received, covering the period from the beginning of April until 5th May 2020, confirms that no crimes in the area have been reported to the Police.
	Note

	County Council matters
	The VOGC has now further advised that no elections will take place in respect of vacancies until February 2021 at the earliest due to the coronavirus.
	Note

	Welsh Government Remuneration return
	The annual return has been received. It notes that the only payments made to members of the Council relate to the annual allowance as follows:
Cllr Keith Jones

NIL

Cllr D Hammond

£150

Cllr D Reed

£150

Cllr H Davies

£150

Cllr Karl Jones

NIL

Cllr B Hayball-Jones

£150

Cllr L Brookes

£150

Cllr N Blethyn

NIL

Cllr P Wilson
NIL
The pro-forma will be returned to the WG and displayed on the Council’s website in due course.
	Note

	Internal/External audits report 2019/20
	Further guidance has been issued by Audit Wales to assist this year’s internal and external audits. Requirements remain flexible, although they would like to see accounts published by September 2020. This does not, in theory, present a problem to the Community Council – the accounts are ready for approval.
The Clerk has appointed the Council’s internal auditor – Alec Davies, who carried out last year’s audit. We await a start date due to the Covid 19 lockdown.
	Note

	AGM 2020 and policy reviews
	The AGM was due to take place in May 2020, which is clearly not possible given the current lockdown. Audit Wales has confirmed it expects disruption to the schedule this year.

So that we can proceed with the AGM as soon as it is safe and sensible to do so, the Clerk has commenced the annual review of policies and procedures and is currently 70-80% through the task. 

The Council has a sound set of these documents, thanks in no small part to the work of the former Clerk, Jo Howells, and the current Clerk has afforded the documents a thorough review this year.

The Clerk was also asked by the Council to draft a complaints policy in relation to complaints about councillors, by other councillors, members of the public and employees. This work is virtually complete and will be circulated to members as soon meetings re-commence.
Also to be circulated is the Declaration of Interest form. Members are requested to complete it and return it to the Clerk once received (again in the next few weeks).
	Note

	Finance report
	The Council’s funds as of 18th May 2020 = £30,748, which reconciled to the Council’s bank statement of that date. 

Cllr Brookes has also carried out the end of financial year reconciliation and approved the figures.

No payments require authorisation and the Chairman has not been required to use his temporary powers in this regard since 7th May 2020 i.e. those payments listed in the May 2020 OGM report. 

Receipts since the last update are as follows:

28/04/20 – VOGC Precept = £3591.00                                

28/04/20 – WEFO = £1296.00

The latter is the most recent payment in respect of Llangan Community Hall. Other than the October 2020 retention and payments, no further claims/payments are anticipated. The project will be delivered within budget.
	Note

	Planning report
	Since the date of the May 2020 report no new planning applications have been received that require the Community Council’s consideration.
The Community Council has been advised that the following planning application has been approved:

Application No. 2020/00384/FUL 

Location: Hen Dafarn, St Mary Hill 

Proposal: Proposed ancillary side extension to main bungalow
	Note


	Decisions Log
	The Log is fully up to date. 
	Note

	New website
	Following discussions with Cllr Hammond, we are now hoping to launch the new website by the end of June 2020.
	Note

	To consider any correspondence 
	It is the Clerk’s intention to minimise correspondence reports by ensuring that only correspondence that is not referred to elsewhere is listed. This does not apply to any such correspondence at this stage.
	Note

	Councillors reports and other current issues
	Members are requested to advise the Clerk of any matters they would like him to address during the period when the Council is not meeting.
	All 

	
	Next update report will be prepared for Tuesday 7th July 2020.
	


