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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 
March 2025 of Llangan Community Council. My audit has been conducted on 
behalf of the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of 
the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor 
General for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Qualified 

Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of 
my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for 
concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure 

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

Basis of Qualification 

Accounting Statement 

I am unable to conclude whether or not the Accounting Statement properly presents 
the Council’s receipts and payments and financial position: 
• The fixed assets figure reported in the Annual Return (£746,797) does not 

agree with the total per the fixed asset register (£800,509, dated 31 March 
2023). This represents a material difference of £53,712. 

• No third‑party evidence was provided to support two material grant expenditure 
transactions. 

Annual Governance Statement 

In my opinion, the Annual Governance Statement is not consistent with the Council’s 
internal controls and governance arrangements for the year:  
 
Assertion 2: Implementation of an appropriate training plan 
• The Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 requires the Council to 

create and publish a plan for councillor and staff training. The Welsh 
Government provides statutory guidance on this, which states that the plan 
must be approved by the full council and include details on the type of training, 
participant numbers, timeframe, and cost. The Council has not met its obligation 
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under the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 to create and 
publish a training plan for members. 

Assertion 4: Payment of allowances to members 
• The Council did not provide its Schedule of Payments to Members, nor has it 

published the document on its website. As a result, we were unable to 
determine whether payments made to members complied with the 
determinations set by the Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales (IRPW). 

Other matters and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which 
do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.  

Senior role allowances 

The Council has paid senior role members allowances gross of tax. These payments 
are taxable and should be taxed at source. 

We recommend that in future, members allowances are paid through the Council’s 
normal payroll process and appropriate tax deducted. 

Budget 

The Council has not provided evidence that it calculated its budget requirement in 
accordance with the Local Government Finance Act 1992 and that the precept has 
been set in line with the budget. The Act requires the Council to take into account its 
income and level of reserves when setting its budget requirement.  

We recommend that the Council sets a budget in accordance with the Act. 

Clerk’s Allowance 

The Clerk received monthly allowances of £26 (£312 total) that are not included in 
the contract of employment, resulting in incomplete documentation. 

The Council should update the Clerk’s contract to include the allowance and ensure 
any future pay changes are formally recorded. 

S137 Expenditure 

The Council’s Annual Return reports £1,718 of Section 137 expenditure, but 
cashbook analysis shows only £560. 

We recommend that the Council reports S137 expenditure correctly in its Annual 
Return. 
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General Power of Competence 

The Council has provided a positive response to assertion 10 in the Annual 
Governance Statement. However, the Council does not meet the conditions required 
to exercise the General Power of Competence. 

We recommend that before it provides positive responses to the assertion in the 
Annual Governance Statement, the Council carefully reviews the statement to ensure 
that its responses are accurate. 

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

  
Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  
 

Date: 30/04/2026 

 

 






	(Llangan Community Council, 2024-25)_Llangan Community Council 2024-25 Qualified Audit Report.pdf
	Auditor General’s report and audit opinion

	(Llangan Community Council, 2024-25)_LlanganCommunityCouncil-Annual_Return.pdf

